INTRODUCTION
THE worship of the village gods is the most ancient
form of Indian religion. Before the Aryan invasion,
which probably took place in the second millennium
B,CM the old inhabitants of India, who are sometimes
called Dravidians, were a dark-skinned race, with
religious beliefs and customs that probably did not
greatly diger from those of other primitive races.
They believed the world to be peopled by a multitude
of spirits, good and bad, who were the cause of all
unusual events, and especially of diseases and disaster^
The object of their religion was to propitiate these
innumerable spirits* At the same time, each village
seems to have been under the protection of some one
spirit, who was its guardian deity. Probably these
village deities came into being at the period when the
people began to settle down in agricultural communities.
We may see in them the germs of the national deities
which were so prominent among the Semitic races and
the great empires of Egypt, Nineveh, and Babylon*
Where the family developed into a clan, and the clan
into a tribe, and the tribe into a nation, and the nation
into a conquering empire, the god of the family naturally
developed into an imperial deity. But in ancient India,
before the coming of the Aryans, the population seems
to have been split up into small agricultural and pas-
toral communities. There were no nations and no
conquering empires. And it was not til! the Aryan
invaders had conquered North India and had settled
down in the country, that there was in India any
growth of philosophic thought about the world as a
whole. The problem of the universe did not interest
the simple Dravidian folk. They only looked for an